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Mass Schedule
Our Lady of the Assumption Church
Saturday Vigil:
Sunday:
Daily:
Confessions:

Mission Statement
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church,
No matter what your current family or marital situation,

4:00 pm
7:30 am
11:00 am Family Mass
9:00 am Monday,
Wednesday, Friday
Saturday 3-3:45 pm

Saint Maria Goretti Church
Sunday:
Daily:

9:30 am Family Mass
5:00 pm (suspended in summer)
9:00 am Tuesday, Thursday

No matter what your current personal history, age, income, background,
gender, race, ethnicity or spirituality,
No matter what your own self-image or holiness or virtue -

You belong to Christ and belong to us!
You are invited, accepted and respected here at Ave Maria Parish:
Saint Maria Goretti and Our Lady of the Assumption Churches.
We welcome you.
We want to share our Roman Catholic way of life with you!
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How to Have Your Marriage Blessed
To obtain the Church’s blessing of a marriage that was not
celebrated in the Catholic Church is rather easy and practical.
Here are some basic steps that a Catholic couple or Catholic
spouse must complete for the couple to validate (bless) their
marriage:
1. Contact the local parish to make an appointment with the
pastor or deacon to discuss your situation and determine the
best approach, which may include a Church marriage
preparation program.
2. The Catholic spouses must produce new copies of their
Baptismal Certificates (the long form) from the parish where
they were baptized. The parish will send the certificates to
the priest/deacon where the ceremony will take place.
3. If necessary, seek a Church declaration of nullity. A favorable
decision must be granted before a convalidation can take
place. Convalidation comes from the Latin word meaning “to
firm up” or “strengthen.”
4. Complete all required forms with the priest/deacon.
5. Determine the date and time and what type of service you
wish to have; within the Mass or outside of Mass.
For more information, please contact our Parish Business Office
at 781-598-4313.
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Dear Parents,
Congratulations! As you joyfully welcome your precious baby
into your family, we also rejoice in welcoming your little one into
God’s family and into our faith community.
Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway
to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives access to the other
sacraments. Through Baptism, we become members of Christ,
are incorporated into the Church, and are made sharers in her
mission.
Our Lord said: “Unless a man is reborn in water and the Holy
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” The Church has
always understood these words to mean that children should not
be deprived of baptism because they are baptized in the faith of
the Church, a faith proclaimed for them by their parents and
godparents, who represent both the local Church and the whole
society of saints and believers.” (The Rite of Baptism, #2)
By baptizing your infant, you are taking on the responsibility of
sharing the Catholic faith with your child, through everyday
practice of its tenets and support of its doctrine, and by
providing a Catholic upbringing and education. In the Rite of
Baptism for Children, the celebrant speaks to the parents using
these words:
“You have asked to have your children baptized. In doing so you
are accepting the responsibility of training them in the practice of
the faith. It will be your duty to bring them up to keep God’s
commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our
neighbor. Do you clearly understand what you are undertaking?”
In order to help you to prepare for this joyous occasion in the life
of your family and your new child, we present some information
about Baptism in general and some specifics about the Baptism
ceremony here in the parish. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call us at 781-598-4313.
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Ways Children Can Participate
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
Children’s liturgy of the Word will be
offered at certain family Masses at both
Saint Maria Goretti Church and Our Lady of
the Assumption Church. Until we are able
to meet in person, watch our online
Children’s Liturgy of the Word videos
available on our Parish YouTube page and
on our Parish website: https://www.avemarialynnfield.org/
childrens-liturgy-word. Details about in-person Children’s Liturgy
of the Word will be available once we are able to gather in
person.

Angel’s in the Morning Choir

“Baptism is the beginning of a lifelong journey of
awakening to the fullness of life that Jesus came
to give us and a journey toward remembering who we
really are: beloved sheep of the Good Shepherd,
precious members of his sheepfold, the Church.”
~ Rebekah Rojcewicz
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This choir is open to children in Grades 1-8 from Ave Maria
Parish and OLA School. Children sing two Sundays a month at
alternating churches. For more information, contact Gina
Kolenda at gkolenda@ola-smg.org or 781-367-2535.

Altar Servers
Youth Altar Servers are boys and girls, in Grade 4
and above, who assist the priest at Mass,
including carrying the cross during both the
entrance processional and recessional, assisting
with the preparation of the gifts, and ringing the
bells during the consecration. Training is
provided. For more information, contact Donna Hegan (at SMG)
at dhegan@ola-smg.org or Kate McGrath (at OLA) at
kmcgrath@ola-smg.org.
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The Most Important Thing You Can Do for
Your Baptized Child is to Take Them to
MASS
"Since they are called by baptism to lead a life in keeping with the
teaching of the gospel, the Christian faithful have the right to a
Christian education by which they are to be instructed properly to strive
for the maturity of the human person and at the same time to know
and live the mystery of salvation" (CIC 217).

The Mass is the height of Christian prayer and the Church
requires all faithful to attend Mass every Sunday as well as holy
days of obligation. Many families, however, find Mass
attendance challenging. It takes work, commitment, and
honestly, some days will be easier than others.

Baptismal Preparation and Catechesis

1. Parents must complete a Baptismal Registration Form with
the Ave Maria Parish Office before attending the preparatory
class.

2. Baptismal Preparation sessions are typically held on the
FIRST Sunday of the month at 12:30 pm at Our Lady of the
Assumption church hall.
3. To better prepare, please reflect on these questions:
A. Why is it important to me that my child become a

member of the Christian community?

You know your children better than anyone and — perhaps
through trial and error — have learned the strategies that work
best to counteract the squirmies, the attention-grabbing
outbursts, and the aisle wandering.

B. What is my understanding of Church?

As in all things, communication is key. Explain and model that
going to Mass is not only different from everyday activities, it is a
priority. Teach your children that Mass is not just something you
do when it doesn’t interfere with anything else on the calendar.

E. Is being a Catholic something that infuses every part of
my life?

Make sure they know that they have jobs at Mass — singing;
reciting the prayers they’ve learned; sitting, standing, and
kneeling at the appropriate times; or even simply not distracting
those around them from hearing God’s word.

C. How is that different from my understanding of faith?
D. Why am I a Catholic?

H. How will Baptism make my child’s life better?
I. Am I truly prepared and willing to raise my child in the
Catholic faith?
J. What are the reasons I chose my child’s godparents?

And when the inevitable happens and your child makes a little
noise during Mass, don’t despair. We as a faith community are
better and stronger when we worship God together!
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The Sacrament
The Gift
Baptism is a gift. It is a grace which is not earned but given freely
by God. In baptism, sins are washed away. Since infants are
incapable of committing personal sin, the child is set free from
the state of original sin into which they were born. Original sin is
the result of Adam and Eve disobeying God and choosing to
follow their own will rather than God’s will. Baptism restores
their relationship with God.

Symbols
Sign of the Cross—is the mark of Christians because Jesus died
on the cross.
Water—symbolizes new life and washing away of sin.
Candle—symbolizes new life in the resurrected Christ. Christ is
the light of the world.
White Garment—symbolizes a new creation clothed in Christ.
Oil of Baptism—symbolizes Christ’s strengthening power.
Oil of Chrism—is a mixture of olive oil and balsam and a sign of
sealing with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Role of Parents
Parents are responsible for initiating their children into
sacramental life. They serve as models for their children by
being committed Christians and have the primary responsibility
for the religious formation of their children. This includes
bringing their children to Mass regularly, teaching them the
prayers of their faith heritage, and nurturing the life-long growth
of their faith.
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Practicing the Faith
Parents who have asked to have their baby baptized are, by the
act of doing this, making a special commitment for the future.
They are accepting the responsibility of training their child in the
practice of their faith. What does this mean?

Practice of the Faith
In accepting the baptismal responsibilities, parents promise to:
• Teach their children about God.
• Read the Bible to their children.
• Prepare the children for the sacramental life of the Church.
• Be committed to participate at Sunday Mass with their
children. Teach them the Mass responses.
• Register their children in a formal faith formation program.
• Hang a cross or crucifix on a wall in your home.
• Talk about Jesus in your home.
• Teach your children the prayers of our faith heritage: The
Sign of the Cross, The Our Father, Hail Mary, table blessings,
Act of Contrition, etc.
• Purchase children’s bible movies on DVD.
• Introduce them to devotionals like the rosary.
• Model a life of Christian virtue.
• Teach your children about the Commandments. Not only
teaching the words of the Commandments, but helping them
understand the spirit of the Commandments.
• Love your child as God loves us all.
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During the Baptismal Ceremony
Parents
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Announce the name of the child when asked by the priest/
deacon.
Request that the child be given baptism in response to the
question, “What do you ask for your child?”
Accept the responsibility of training their child in the practice
of the faith.
Trace the sign of the cross on the child’s forehead.
Profess their faith and renounce Satan, by responding with
the words, “I do,” when questioned about their belief in the
statements of faith.
Carry the infant to the baptismal font and hold him/her
during the actual baptism (usually the mother).
Receive the blessings of the priest/deacon.

Godparents
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Join the family of the child.
Respond, “We are” when asked “Are you ready to help these
parents in their duty as Christian mothers and fathers?”
Trace the sign of the cross on the forehead of the child.
Make a profession of faith and renounce Satan with the
parents.
Godmother places white garment on the infant.
Godfather receives the baptismal candle, lights it, and holds
it.
Receive the blessings of the priest/deacon.

Role of Godparents
Before inviting a relative or close friend to assume the role of
godparent, it is important to understand what our Church
teaches.
• A godparent is to be at least 16 years old and have celebrated
the Sacraments of Initiation in the Catholic Church (Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist).
• The godparent must be able and willing to enthusiastically
profess his/her faith during the rite of Baptism and ready to
model a Catholic Christian lifestyle, including participation in
the Sunday Mass. (Canon 874)
• The child may have one or two godparents; but not more than
two. If two godparents are chosen, one is to be a man and
the other a woman. (Canon 873)
• A Christian from another denomination may act as a Christian
witness, but, it is necessary to have one Catholic godparent.
You may have only one Christian Witness. (Canon 874)
• A Christian witness is a baptized Christian and a member of a
non-Catholic ecclesial community (e.g. Anglican, Presbyterian,
Episcopalian, etc.).
The relationship of godparent to godchild is spiritually based and
should not be confused with that of a legal guardian. A
godparent should be willing to accept the challenge of being a
witness to their faith, assist in raising the child in the Catholic
faith, and act as a reminder to the entire community that the
support of each of its members is a shared responsibility.
Godparents “must be firm believers, able and ready to help the
newly baptized– child or adult—on the road to Christian life.
Their task is a truly ecclesial (church) function.” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, #1255)
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Baptismal Register
Every parish has a baptismal register in which baptisms are
recorded. Your baby’s baptism will be recorded in our parish
baptismal register. If you or your child should ever need a proof
of baptism, it may be obtained by contacting Janine Sano at 781598-4312 x200.

Rite of Baptism
Baptism may take place within a Mass or as a separate
ceremony. The Rite of Baptism of an infant or a child has four
main parts:
1. Reception/Welcome
Greeting the Family
Calling the infant/child by name
Signing the infant/child with the sign of the cross
2. Celebration of the Word
Scripture readings
Short homily
Prayers of the Faithful
Prayers of exorcism
Anointing before baptism.
3. Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism
Blessing of the water
Profession of Faith/Renunciation of sin
Anointing with chrism
Clothing with white garment/lighting of baptismal candle
4. Concluding Rites
The Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
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The Day of Baptism
1. Baptisms are typically held on the SECOND Sunday of the
month at 11:00am at SMG church and 12:30pm at OLA
church.
2. Please arrive at the church in which your baby will be
baptized at least 15 minutes before the celebration time.
3. Pews are reserved for each family with a sign with the baby’s
name written on it.
4. Pictures may be taken during and after the Baptism
ceremony. Please do so with reverence for the sacrament
and avoid blocking the assembly’s view.
5. Your child will receive from the parish a gift of a white
baptismal stole and Baptismal candle.
6. There is no fee for Baptisms, however, in keeping with the
long-standing custom, please consider making a free-will
offering in appreciation for the services rendered by the
church and pastoral staff.
7. You will receive a card encouraging you to share photos of
this special day with us so that our faith community can also
share in the joy of a new member. You may email photos to
our Director of Media
Ministry at mlagman@olasmg.org.
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